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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 ,136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

If the period for reply specified above ts less than thirty (30} days, a reply wrthin the statuton/ minimum of thirty (30} days will be considered timely. 
■ If NO penod for repfy is spectfied above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
Failure to reply wrthin the set or extended penod for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED [35 U. B.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even rf timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1]iX Responsive to communicatlon{s) filed on Feb 24, 2003 • 

2a]^ This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) :' I Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parre Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) )C Claim(s) / and 3- 1 1 "s/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) „ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Claim(s) 's/are allowed. 

6) X Claim(s) /. 3, 6-71 is/are rejected. 

7) X Claim(s) 4 and 5 "S/are objected to. 

8) 7j Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) _^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

lOjfx The drawing(s) filed on Oct 15, 2001 is/are a) ^ accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85{a). 

1 1 ) ' ; The proposed drawing correction filed on is: alD approved b) J disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
1 2)C The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13}X Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
al X All b)Z Some* c) ~_. None of: 

1 ■ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. - Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. ix Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a) ' The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) - ' Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 X Notice of References Crted (PTO-892} 4) , ^ Interview SunrmnafV {PTO-413) Paper No{s). 

2 Notice of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) ; Notice of Infonnal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
31 Information Disclosure Statement! s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No (si. 6) _ Other: 
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1. Claims 1-3 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
WO95/01842. WO95/01842 teaches a method of separating cells in a centrifuge comprising 
providing buffy coat in a processing bag (1) in a centrifuge, separating buflfy coat into 
thrombocyte-rich plasma (i.e. light-weight fraction enriched with platelets), transferring 
thrombocyte-rich plasma to a storage bag (2) via an outlet tube (3) in a position having a radially 
inwardly and outwardly directed flow and having an opened clamp valve (38) responding to the 
programmed operation of the centrifuge and/or photocells which detect the displacement of the 
boundary surface of the phase in the outlet tube (3 ) wherein buflfy coat inherently includes 
platelets and red blood cells (see page 8, line 29 - page 10, line 31). Claims 1-3 and 6-8 
essentially differ from the method of WO95/01842 in reciting that activation of valve into open 
position during centrifugation. WO95/01842 teaches that thrombocyte-rich plasma is transferred 
to a storage bag (2) via an outlet tube (3) having a clamp valve (38) during on-going 
centrifijgation (see page 10, lines 1-31). Activating clamp valve into an open position during on- 
going centrifugation is a necessary step to successfully transfer thrombocyte-rich plasma from a 
processing bag ( 1) to a storage bag (2) during centrifugation would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art. 

2. Claims 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over WO95/01842 
as applied to claim 1 above, and ftirther in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,1 16,308 (hereinafter referred 
to as Hagiwara et al). WO95/01842 teaches clamp valve (38) responding to the programmed 
operation of the centrifuge and/or photocells which detect the displacement of the boundary 
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o lines 4-11) Hagiwara et al teach the use of 
^ P nf the Dhase in the outlet tube (see page 9. lines 4 1 1). » g 

. , e (41)which are well-known in the art to control the 
manually clamp (41) or electromagnet, valve (41)wh.ch 

,....e.u.manout.ettube.omablooatreatmentapparatus(see41mP.g.e2,col..O,^ 

Lwnmanua.act.vatableclampormagnet.all.ctiv.a.^ 
_.blev.ve.oravalvemtheoutlettubemthem^ 

of enriched fraction to a storage bag. 


intervening claims. j u„t ore 

, ■ 1 .nfl 3-1 1 have been considered but are 
4. Applicant's argun,en,s with respect to cla,ms 1 and 3 1 1 ha 

„„„, in view of the new groun<l(s) of rejection 

, .,heant.sa.ena.en.„ecess.tateathenew.ro-.s,ofr.ect,o„presente..nts^ 
.cor.in..™,S.C™..SM.„.™.-ee^.BP..O.O.a>. ^P.^^^^ 

„Sfro..he.a,....eofth,sac.,on.nthee.ntaf,rs,rep,.sf,.e.w,.h,nT^^^^^^^^ 
„Sof.hen,a,i.n.aa.e„fthis«act,onan.the..so.act,on,snot.a„ean„t„a«e 

,^,,,,.™„™sho.ne.s.at.o.per,o.the„the — statnto.^ 
.„e.,reonthe..ethea.,sor,ac.io„,s-e..a.an,e.tens.onfeep.rsnan.to.C. 
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, , 3.,a, w,ll be calculated from the ,m,lmg date of ,he aclv.so^ action In no event, however, 
will the statute period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 

action. 

6, Any inqui^ concerning .his communication or earlier communrcations from the examiner 
should be directed ,0 lohn Kim whose telephone number is (703, 308-2350. The examiner can 
normally be reached on weekdays from 7:00 AM - 3 :00 PM 

,f attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfttl, the examtner's supewisor. 
Wanda Walker, can be reached on (703) 30S-0457 The fax phone number for official response 
after final aeon ,s (703) 872-93 U, and the fax phone number for all other official faxes is (703) 
872-9310. 

When sending a draft amendment by fax, please mark the paper as "DRAFT": otherwise, 
mark the paper "OFFICIAL". This will expedite the processing of the paper. 

Any tnquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-065 1 


</lohn Kim 


'Oohn Kim 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1723 


J. Kim 
May 1,2003 


